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 This season__Reasons for Optimism 
 After 2 years of vastly improved performances under Craig Levein, which were only marred by failure to qualify for Europe , supporters are looking forward to the new season with a high degree of optimism. The squad looks stronger than last season and the new signings made impressive debuts against Hearts. They have also added some much needed experience to our young squad.
As some of our promising young players could be sold on after this season  it could be a case of now or never for United to achieve something worthwhile.
Branch 25 year Anniversary and Branch History
 This season marks the 25th anniversary of the branch . At this time no arrangements have been made for any special events but we have managed to get the Branch History available on our new web site 

www.ediarabs.co.uk
We have had many favourable comments from other branches about  the content , especially some of the old photos and newspaper clippings ,  so it is worth a look if you have not done so already.
Last year’s membership and bus travel

The improvement in team performance has had a big influence on our membership and bus numbers and early indications are that the improvement will be maintained.this season.

 Last season we had 94 members compared with 84 in 2007/8.  We ran 22 buses and  had 924 travellers  with a  bus average for the season of 42  compared with 39  in 2007/8 and 33 in2006/7.  This increase of 3  gave us an additional £400 in revenue.   

 In fact for the last 10 games of the season our bus average was 45  and we had a full bus on 2 occasions. An interesting innovation last season was that we shared a bus with  the Edinburgh based Kilmarnock supporters for the match v  Killie at Tannadice. This went well with a good bit of banter and no problems 

There  could be an option here for this season for matches v Killie at Tannadice and/or Rugby Park.

£££££££ Branch Finances£££££££
We start the season with a healthy bank balance of £1500. 

Last season we made an overall profit of  £311  even although we made a loss of  £544 on the bus account.  Membership fees, and 50/50 income brought in £341 while Superten contributed £570 to club funds. As a result once again we can enter the new season without any increase in membership fees or bus fares.This is the fourth  season in a row when fares have remained unchanged even although bus costs have increased this season by £10 per match following on the £20 increase last season. As reported above, average bus numbers showed an increase of 3 over  last year which increased our revenue by £400.and offset the increase in bus costs  so our loss per bus stayed the same as last  year at £25
SUMMARY ACCOUNTS

         
INCOME                                                                   EXPENSES
               Bus Fares         £6006                                             Bus Costs                      £6550
               50/50                    128                                             Other Expenses                   60
              Memberships        213                                              Total Expenses              6610
               Superten              570                                               PROFIT                            311
               Interest                     4                                              Balance b/f 01/08/08       1189  
               Total Income  £ 6921                                             Balance c/f  30/6/09      £1500                   
Superten 

  The winners of our Spring Superten were Mairi McKenzie £200, Brian Williamson £60, Mike Caldwell (jnr) £40 and David Webster and Mark Healey £12.50 each. Tom Mechan got the booby  prize.
Once again Superten was the major factor in our financial well being. We took in a total of  £1265. and paid out  £635 in prizes retaining £570  for club funds.

We will start taking names for our Autumn Superten at the Falkirk match on August 29th.
A Timely Reminder 
   We do not have many rules but for new members it is worth noting that in line with current legislation we have a “No smoking” and “No alcohol” policy on the bus. Our rules are simple enjoy yourself but be aware of your fellow members on the bus. After the match get back to the bus as quick as you can so that we do not have a full bus load held up by a few stragglers.
In addition please help us to help the rest of the members by letting us know  if you have booked a seat in advance but  no longer require it.  If you just fail to show up you could be depriving another member of a seat . Last season we had a full  bus on 3 occasions 
  We are looking to strengthen the committee and any member wishing to get involved should speak to a current committee member.
