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The season so Far

Our season started with the friendly against Barcelona  when we took the lead with a great goal by Prince Bauben only to be mesmerised by Messi in the second half resulting in a 5-1 defeat

We followed this with a very poor start to the season with only 2 points from the first 5 matches which resulted in us sitting at the bottom of the league. Although the performance in the 1-1 draw against Celtic gave us a glimpse of what we could expect. We then went on an 8 match undefeated league run and shot up to third in the league. We then almost replicated last season’s  poor showing against the bottom team and managed to escape with a point against Hamilton at home having lost to them away.
One point of note is that the backlash we feared from poor refereeing decisions after Craig Levein’s spat with Mike McCurry last season has not  , as yet, materialised. Apart from a stonewall penalty against Celtic I don’t think we have too much to complain about although the performance of Crawford Allan against Hamilton must be the worst refereeing display ever seen at Tannadice and this led to the most frustrating match many of us  have ever attended.

The great news of the manager signing a new contract will hopefully result in some of the “out of contract”  players following suit and with  half the season and two cups still to look forward to we enter the second half of the season with a fair degree of optimism.
 This year’s membership and bus travel
So far this season we  have 73 members. This is a good start and  from previous experience we would expect to exceed last year’s number of 83
Our bus average for the season is 39 which is the same as last season although the trend is encouraging as our average was badly hit by the poor turn out for the Barcelona  (30) and Kilmarnock (32) matches while we ran a bus to the Dunfermline mid week CIS cup match (34)  knowing that numbers were low. Taking these 3 matches out would see our average rising to 42.which is most encouraging. 
It has been an eventful season so far for our bus trips with three major incidents which caused serious delays although fortunately in each case we did get to the match on time. First of all at the Kilmarnock match the bus was over 30 minutes late in arrival due to a scheduling error by the bus company. Then for the St Mirren match the Forth Bridge was closed to gales and we had to go via Kincardine. This was , of , course the Eddie Thompson memorial day but we did make it in time for the kick off and most of us just made it in time for the minute’s silence. Finally for the mid week Hibs match there was a major incident at the Forth Bridge and when we saw all the blue flashing lights racing past us we feared the worse but once again we made it just in time. Let’s hope that is the end of our bad luck for the season.
£££££££ Branch Finances£££££££
This is the third season in a row when fares have remained unchanged even although bus costs have increased this season by £20 per match. As reported above, average bus numbers are roughly the same as last year so our loss per bus has increased from £25 to £42  giving a loss to date of  £422
 Fortunately Superten income plus half of our membership income plus income from the 50/50 almost exactly compensates for this loss so that we enter the second half of the season with a bank balance virtually unchanged from the start of the season at circa £1,200 so our rainy day fund is intact.
Superten 

 Our First Superten of the season drew in £635  of which £335 was disbursed as prizes and £300 went to club funds to offset the losses on the bus account. A big thank you to all who entered and especially those who got additional entries from friends , family and work colleagues. The winners were  
Euan Burns £200  Hazel Gardiner £65

Toby Gallacher £40  Mike Caldwell £25
Player of Season Points
Scott Robertson is way out in front with 16 points
Policy Decisions

The committee made the following policy decisions during the first half of the season.

1 In the event that bus numbers are less than 36 there will be a £1 surcharge to help stem losses on the bus account. So far we have used this twice this season.

2 For all ticket matches the following model will be used to ensure that all members get a fair chance to obtain tickets 
  PRIORITY 1  Regular travellers on bus will be entitled to claim one ticket .
  If  insufficient tickets received to meet demand a ballot will be held

 PRIORITY 2 Branch members who are not regular travellers will be entitled  
 to claim one ticket. If insufficient tickets received to meet demand a ballot will be held
 PRIORITY 3 Branch members will be able to claim additional tickets for family, friends etc.  if  any are left over.

 The committee wishes all our members a happy and prosperous 2009.
